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CHRONOLOGY OF MAJOR EVENTS 

From 1 JAN 

5-31 JAN 

USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69) moored a t  
P i e r  12, U.S. Naval S ta t ion ,  Norfo lk ,  VA 

At-sea per iod  i n  the  Roosevelt Roads, Puerto 
R i  co, (ROOSRDS) operat ing area 

21-23 JAN I n  por t ,  S t .  Thomas, USVI 

15 FEB - 18 MAR 

22-27 FEB 

At-sea pe r iod  i n  ROOSRDS and Jacksonvi 1 l e ,  FL 
(JAX) operat ing areas 

Improved Rapid Rearnii ng Program Eva1 u a t i  on (IRRP) 

1 MAR C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing SEVEN permanently assigned t o  
I KE 

4-7 MAR 

17 MAR 

27 MAR 

28 MAR - 6 JUL 

8 APR - 3 JUN 

6 - 9 JUL 

9 - 13 JUL 

1 - 25 AUG 

I n  po r t ,  F o r t  Lauderdale, FL 

Operation Shamrock (P res iden t ia l  V i s i t )  

Open House, P i e r  12 

Post Shakedown Avai l a b i  1 i ty  (PSA) a t  Nor fo l  k 
Naval Shipyard (NNSY) , Portsmouth, VA 

I n  drydock 

Depermi ng 

At-sea pe r iod  i n  VACAPES (.Father/Son c r u i s e )  

At-sea pe r iod  (Damage Control  t r a i n i n g )  
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 

18 SEP - 26 OCT At-sea per iod  i n  ROOSRDS operat ing area 

28 - 30 SEP & 9 - 11 OCT I n  por t ,  S t .  Thomas, USVI 

2 NOV 

14 NOV - 4 DEC 

C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing SEVEN Change o f  Command 

At-sea pe r iod  (Gulf-Ex 79) 

24 - 26 NOV I n  por t ,  F o r t  Lauderdale, FL 

27 NOV - 1 DEC Operat ional Reactor Safeguards Examination (ORSE) 

4 DEC - 31 JAN Moored, P ie r  12, Norfo lk ,  VA 



USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69) 

BASIC DATA 

I. Command Organi z a t i  on 

a. Commanding Of f i ce r :  Captain Wi l l iam E. Ramsey, USN, from 10 October 
1975 through 31 December 1978 

b. Executive O f f  i cer 
, , 

(1) Comnander E. W. Clexton Jr. ,  USN, from 10 October 1975 through 
27 October 1978 

(2)  Captain E. D. CONNER, USN, from 27 October 1978 t o  present 

11. Mission o f  USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69). The mission of USS DWIGHT 
D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69) i s  t o  provide sea-based t a c t i c a l  a i r  power for  defense 
o f  America's r i g h t  of freedom o f  the seas as wel l  as the p ro tec t ion  o f  United 
States Sovereignty. As p a r t  o f  t h i s  mission, USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER i s  cap- 
ab le  o f  p ro jec t ing  sea-based a i r  defense and anti-submarine warfare capabi l  i t i e s .  

I I I. Background 

a. Named a f t e r  the 34th President and General of the Army, USS DWIGHT 
D. EISENHOWER (CVN 691 i s  the t h i r d  nuclear powered a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  ever 
b u i l t .  The keel of the sh ip  was l a i d  on 15 August 1970 and was authent i -  
cated by the l a t e  President 's grandson, D. David Eisenhower 11. Five years 
l a t e r ,  on 11 October 1975, Mrs. Mamie Doud Eisenhower, widow of the President 
and ship 's sponsor, chr is tened the sh ip  dur ing launching ceremonies i n  
Newport News, VA. 

6. On 18 October 1977, USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69) was placed 
i n  commission i n  ceremonies a t  P i e r  12, Naval Stat ion,  Norfolk, VA. 



RESUME OF USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69) OPERATIONS FOR 1978 

The year 1978 was one o f  t r a n s i t i o n  fo r  USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69), 

f o r  i t  recorded increas ing at-sea operat ions, inspect ions,  and evaluat ions f o r  

t h i s  r e c e n t l y  comnissioned (18 October 1977) sh ip  and i n t e n s i f i e d  t r a i n i n g  f o r  

both crew and a i r  wing personnel i n  prepara t ion  f o r  IKE's f i r s t  forward deploy- 

ment t o  the  Mediterranean i n  January 1979. 

USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER opened 1978 w i t h  a r e t u r n  c r u i s e  t o  the  Roose- 

v e l t  Roads, Puerto Rico, operat ing area, l eav ing  Nor fo l k  5 January. I t  was 

dur ing  t h i s  period, designed f o r  f l i g h t  operat ions and damage con t ro l  t r a i n i n g ,  

t h a t  I K E  made her f i r s t  p o r t  v i s i t  ou ts ide  the  con t inen ta l  Uni ted States, 

v i s i t i n g  St. Thomas, U.S. V i r g i n  Is lands,  from 21-23 January. Among the  v i s i -  

t o r s  t o  the  sh ip  was the  governor o f  t h e  V i r g i n  Is lands,  the  Honorable Juan 

Luis. 

Returning t o  homeport 31 January, IKE spent the  next  two weeks making 

ready f o r  another c ru ise .  The sh ip  s a i l e d  again t o  the  Roosevelt Roads and 

Jacksonvi l le ,  FL operat ing areas on 15 February. One week l a t e r ,  on 22 Feb- 

ruary,  IKE's Weapons Department commenced i t s  Improved Rapid Rearming Program 

Evaluat ion (IRRP), t e s t i n g  the  a b i l i t y  of both crew and equipment t o  d e l i v e r  

ordnance t o  a i r c r a f t  and launch t o  ta rge ts  dur ing  a ser ies  o f  simulated war- 

t ime ordnance handl ing exercises. Throughout the  f ive-day exercise, 3097 

bombs were b u i l t  up, del ivered,  loaded, and expended by the  a i r  wing. 

On 1 March, i t  was announced t h a t  Car r i e r  A i r  Wing SEVEN had been o f -  

f i c i a l l y  assigned t o  USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, Also t h a t  afternoon, about 60 

m i les  southeast o f  Jacksonvi l le ,  FL, an HH-46A h e l i c o p t e r  w i t h  a crew o f  f o u r  

from He1 i c o p t e r  Combat Support Squadron SIXTEEN (HC-16), Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  



Pensacola, encountered mechanical d i f f i c u l  t i e s  wh i l e  i n  plane-guard p o s i t i o n  

about 100 yards o f f  IKE's starboard quarter .  The a i r c r a f t  crashed i n t o  the  

water and immediately began t o  s ink.  Two o f  the  men were recovered by motor 

whaleboat. The o the r  two, LTJG F. L. B e l l  and ADC 3. R. Bazan, both o f  HC-16, 

were l o s t  a t  sea, marking IKE's f i r s t ,  and only, f l i g h t - r e l a t e d  f a t a l i t i e s  o f  

t he  year. 

Three days l a t e r  (4 March), IKE made her  f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  a U.S. p o r t  o the r  

than Nor fo l k  when she v i s i t e d  F o r t  Lauderdale, FL f o r  th ree days. Upon r e -  

t u r n i n g  t o  sea, IKE began gearing up fo r  the  Combined Weapons T ra in ing  Exercise 

(Operation Shamrock) t h a t  was he ld  17 March, about 60 mi les  o f f  t he  coast o f  

Savannah, GA. The guest o f  honor f o r  t h e  exerc ise was President  Jimmy Carter.  

Among the  o f f i c i a l  p a r t y  w i t h  t h e  President  were: Mrs. Rosalynn Carter,  Na t i -  

onal Secur i t y  Advisor D r .  Zbigniew Brzezi nsk i  , Secretary of Defense D r .  Harold 

Brown, Secretary o f  t he  Navy W. Graham Claytor ,  Georgia Senator Herman E. Tal -  

madge, and Chief  o f  Naval Operations Admiral James L. Holloway I 1 1  (enclosure 

(1 1). 
The President  and h i s  p a r t y  were f lown t o  IKE s h o r t l y  a f t e r  noon and spent 

t h e  nex t  f i v e  hours on board. During the  v i s i t ,  t he  Combined Weapons T ra in ing  

Exercise was conducted w h i l e  the  P res iden t ia l  p a r t y  watched from t h e  f l i g h t  

deck. The exercise, i n v o l v i n g  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  surface ships USS VIRGINIA (CGN 

38), USS PETERSON (DD 969), and USS AINSWORTH [FF 1090) p l u s  over 50 a i r c r a f t  

f rom both IKE and USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV 67), executed \ntegrated combat 

maneuvers which would be employed i n  h o s t i l e  a c t i o n  t o  main ta in  both e f f e c t i v e  

c o n t r o l  of sea lanes and t a c t i c a l  comnunications. 

While on board, the  President  toured numerous spaces throughout the  sh ip  

(enclosure (211, nego t ia t i ng  about 50 decks (al though some o f  t h e  exe r t i on  was 

r e l i e v e d  by two t r i p s  up and down the  personnel e leva to r  i n  t h e  i s l a n d  s t r u c t -  



ure) . Before departing, President Carter del ivered a ten-mi nute speech t o  

the crew i n  Hangar Bay #2 (enclosure (31). 

The fo l lowing day, 18 March, I K E  returned t o  P ier  12, Norfolk, t o  be- 

g i n  preparations f o r  shipyard modi f icat ions.  On 27 March, a dense fog blanket- 

ed the Norfolk area tu rn ing  a planned one-day "Family Day Cruise'' i n t o  a p i e r -  

s ide Open House f o r  the over 10,000 dependents and fr iends who had embarked i n  

IKE. The next  day IKE maneuvered down the El izabeth River t o  the Norfol k Naval 

Shipyard (NNSY) , Portsmouth, VA, f o r  Post Shakedown Avai l a b i  1 i t y  (PSA) . On 

8 Ap r i l ,  the ship entered drydock for  below-waterline h u l l  sandblasting and 

pa in t ing  as wel l  as i n t e rna l  repa i rs  and modif icat ions t o  equipment and spaces. 

A f t e r  a 6-9 Ju ly  deperming evolut ion, IKE again put  t o  sea f o r  fou r  days i n  

the VACAPES Operating Area t o  t e s t  the various systems i n s t a l l e d  dur ing PSA, 

embarking about 400 fathers and sons f o r  a f i r s t  I1Father/Son" cruise.  I K E  de- 

parted Norfo lk again 1 August f o r  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, operating areas where 

combined in tens ive damage cont ro l  t r a i n i n g  and f l i g h t  operations were conduct- 

ed, re turn ing t o  Norfolk on 26 August. 

Af ter  about two weeks i n  port ,  IKE departed 18 September for  type t r a i n i n g  

i n  the ROOSRDS operating area, embarking VF-142, VF-143, and VAQ-138 as new 

squadrons t o  CVW-7. An Operational Readiness Evaluation was given 20-22 Octo- 

ber, fo l lowed by the conclusion o f  type- t ra in ing 26 October. Also during t h i s  

at-sea per iod IKE v i s i t e d  S t .  Thomas, USVI,  28-30 September and 9-11 October. 

On 18 October, the f i r s t  anniversary o f  the ship 's commissioning, a special 

reenl istment ceremony was held on the f l i g h t  deck, r een l i s t i ng  69 members o f  

the crew and a i r  wing i n  a f i t t i n g  match of the ship 's h u l l  number. The day 

fo l lowing IKE's 26 October re tu rn  t o  homeport, Captain Eugene D. Conner re-  

1 ieved Commander Edward W .  Clexton, J r .  , as the sh ip 's  Executive Officer. 

On 14 November, I K E  again pu t  t o  sea for  the Gul f  o f  Mexico and north-  



western Caribbean areas t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a 21-day exerc ise known as Gulf- 

Ex 79, designed t o  improve o v e r a l l  task fo rce  b a t t l e  readiness through in ten -  

s i v e  t r a i n i n g  i n  c a r r i e r  a i r  s t r i k e s ,  d i s s i m i l a r  a e r i a l  combat t r a i n i n g ,  a n t i  - 
a i r ,  antisubmarine, and sur face warfare. The exercise, under the  command o f  

Rear Admiral R. L. Hal ters,  Commander Cruiser  Destroyer Group E ight  (embarked 

i n  IKE), invo lved more than 20,000 U.S. Navy, A i r  Force, A i r  Nat ional Guard, 

and Coast Guard a c t i v e  and reserve personnel p lus  Royal Navy personnel. It 

inc luded approximately 36 surface ships, two nuclear-powered submarines, and 

more than 300 A i r  Force and Navy a i r c r a f t  o f  a t  l e a s t  15 d i f f e r e n t  types. 

During t h i s  period, I K E  dropped anchor o f f  F o r t  Lauderdale, FL f o r  a 

th ree day p o r t  v i s i t  24-26 November. IKE's Reactor Department s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  

passed i t s  Operational Reactor Safeguards Examination, conducted 27 November- 

1 December, before the  sh ip  returned t o  Norfolk on 4 December t o  begin both a 

ho l i day  leave pe r iod  and f i n a l  p repara t ion  fo r  t he  f i r s t  major deployment (Med- 

i terranean) i n m i  d-January 1979. 



OPERATION SHAMROCK 17 March 1978 

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS and EXERCISE PARTICIPANTS 

President  and Mrs. Jimmy Carter  
Nat ional  Secur i ty  Advisor - D r .  Zbigniew Brzezinski  
Secretary o f  Defense - D r .  Harold Brown 
Secretary o f  the  Navy - Hon. W. Graham Clay tor  
Chief  o f  Naval Operations - Admiral James L. Hol loway I11 
Senator Herman E. Talmadge - (D) Georgia 
Ass is tan t  Secretary of Defense (Publ ic  A f fa i r s )  - Thomas Ross 
Act ing  D i r e c t o r  Of f ice  o f  Management and Budget - James Mclntyre J r .  
Ass i s tan t  t o  Secretary o f  Defense and Deputy Secretary - Hon. John Koester 
Special Ass i s tan t  t o  the  President  - Hugh Carter  

Exercise Par t i c ipan ts  

- B a t t l e  Force Commander 
Commander SECOND F l e e t  - Vice Admiral Wesley L. McDonald 

-Commander Surface Un i t s  
Deputy Commander Naval Surface Force, U .S. At1 a n t i c  F l e e t  
Rear Admiral Thomas R. Kinnebrew 

USS VIRGINIA (CGN 38) 
Commanding Of f i ce r  - Captain George W .  Davis J r .  

USS PETERSON (DD 969) 
Commanding Off icer  - Commander Stephen K. Chadwick 

USS AINSWORTH (FF 1090) 
Commanding Off icer - Commander Robert J. Breton 

-Comnander A i  r Un i t s  
Comnanding Of f i ce r  USS DWIGHT D, EISENHOWER (CVN 69) 
Captain ~ i l l i a m  E. Ramsey 

Commander C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing SEVEN - Commander W. R. Westerman 

Commanding Off icer  At tack Squadron 
Sixty-Five:  Comnander W. R. Needham 

Commanding Off icer At tack Squadron 
S ix ty -S ix :  Commander S. 3 .  F i t r e l l  

Commanding Off icer At tack Squadron 
Twelve: Commander D, R. Edwards 

Commanding Off icer A i r -An t i  submarine 
Squadron Thirty-One: Commander H, L, Phi 1 1 i p s  

Commanding Of f i ce r  He1 i c o p t e r  Antisubmarine 
Squadron Five: Commander R. P. Murray 

Commanding Off icer Airborne Ear ly  Warning 
Squadron 121 : Commander D. E. Beyman 


